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There are four weeks remaining in the 2014 session.  Committees have wrapped up their work 
and  the action now shifts to the floor of the House and Senate.  This has been a busy session so 
far for ConnAPA’s legislative team at the Capitol, and we are pleased to provide this update on 
what has been happening.   
 
Inclusion of Physician Assistants in Legislation 
ConnAPA has succeeded in amending two bills in the Public Health Committee to include 
Physician Assistants.  Senate Bill 257, An Act Concerning Hepatitis C Testing, would expand the 
circumstances where Hepatitis C tests are given to patients.  House Bill 5537, An Act Concerning 
Various Revisions to the Public Health Statutes, contains many different provisions, one of 
which relates to certifying that a college student cannot have the Meningitis vaccine.  Both bills 
have been advanced by the committee and permit Physician Assistants to administer the vaccine 
or needed certification.  We thank Dan Mussen for taking the time to come to the Capitol and 
testify successfully on both pieces of legislation.   
 
Medical Spa Legislation 
Senate Bill 418, An Act Concerning the Department of Public Health’s Recommendations 
Concerning Medical Spas, implements the recommendations of a Governor’s working group on 
cosmetic medical facilities that met last fall.  ConnAPA was ably represented in the group by 
Drew Morten.  Under the bill, Physician Assistants may conduct the initial patient evaluation and 
provide any treatments that fall within their training and education.  Importantly, the proposal 
does not require each facility to have a designated medical director, a provision that was limited 
to an MD or APRN in the prior, vetoed bill last session.  The bill has been approved by the 
Public Health Committee and is pending in the Senate. 
 
APRN Independent Practice 
Senate Bill 36, An Act Concerning the Governor’s Recommendations to Improve Access to 
Health Care,  will give APRNs more autonomy and the ability to practice independently after 
having three years of a collaborative agreement with a Medical Doctor.  The legislation is 
advancing despite the reservations of CSMS and other medical groups, including ConnAPA.  
Very simply, the Governor’s endorsement of SB 36 was a real game changer.  We want to thank 



Jonathan Weber and Cindy Lord for serving as ConnAPA’s representatives to the DPH scope of 
practice review committee on this issue last winter.  Although the bill passed the Public Health 
Committee easily, it is currently subject to negotiations.   
 
PA Written Orders Bill 
We are continuing to seek approval of Senate Bill 296, An Act Concerning Medical Orders 
Written by Physician Assistants, which will delete two sentences in the PA Practice Act that 
require the printed name of the supervising MD to be on any prescription or written order made 
by a Physician Assistant.  Although the proposal was not acted on by the Public Health 
Committee by their deadline, we continue to have conversations with key legislators on 
including the proposal in other legislation.  We want to thank Andrew Turczak for offering 
ConnAPA’s testimony on the bill to the Public Health Committee.   
 
** Important Request to ConnAPA Members** 
Please take a moment to review the attachment at the end of this report.  It is the 
leadership of the Public Health Committee.  If you live in a district represented by a 
legislator listed, please call them and indicate you hope SB 296 can be included in 
other legislation.  The bill removes an obsolete requirement (the printed name of an 
M.D. on any PA-written script or order) that cannot now be made on orders 
transmitted through electronic health records.   This issue was specifically 
discussed when ConnAPA went through the DPH scope of practice review process in 
2011. 
 
Hospital and Medical Practice Consolidations 
We are closely watching Senate Bill 35, An Act Concerning Notice of Acquisitions, Joint 
Ventures and Affiliations of Group Medical Practices, that requires confidential notice to the 
Attorney General’s office whenever hospitals or medical practices are sold or reconfigured.  The 
impetus of the proposal is the wave of consolidations coming from hospital systems purchasing 
individual M.D. practices.  Meanwhile, two other proposals warrant note.  Senate Bill 460, An 
Act Concerning Hospital Conversions and Other Matters Affecting Hospitals, will seek to set the 
ground rules over for-profit ownership of hospitals.  House Bill 5337, An Act Concerning Fees 
Charged for Services Provided at Hospital-Based Facilities, requires notice to patients that they 
may be charged a hospital “facility fee” during their treatment at an affiliated medical practice.  
 
Other Items of Interest  
Several bills are in play to revise differing aspects of Connecticut’s Health Insurance Exchange.  
We continue to watch closely for any attempt by the insurers to remove the requirement that all 
health policies sold on the exchange cover all state mandates.  This rule ensures that Physician 
Assistants can provide services and treatments to enrollees since your profession is one such 
mandate. 



 
Medical practitioners will have more freedom to discuss working arrangements and fees with 
colleagues under House Bill 5345, An Act Concerning Cooperative Health Arrangements.  
Although the proposal has been passed by the Labor and Public Employees Committee, it is 
facing very stiff opposition from entities who claim it will violate provisions of the Federal 
Trade Commission.     
 
We are pleased to report that there has been no legislation this session to weaken medical 
malpractice laws through the so-called “certificate of merit” proposal.   
 
The budget surplus for the fiscal year that ends on June 30, 2014, is now projected to be over 
$500 million.  Some of the funds will be used for tax rebates next year under a proposal made by 
the Governor and adopted by the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee.  A companion bill 
to fund next year’s budget at $19 billion has been approved by the Appropriations Committee.  
Ultimately, passage of a tax and budget bill will be a major responsibility of the 2014 session 
which adjourns on Wednesday, May 7.  As always, we are honored to represent ConnAPA and 
Physician Assistants at the State Capitol.  Please let us know if you have any questions on this 
report. 
 
Linda Kowalski       
The Kowalski Group, LLC  
 
  



Senate Bill 296  AAC Medical Orders Written by Physician Assistants 
 
If you reside in a town represented by any of these leaders of the Public Health Committee, 
please call or email them about our bill on written orders.  The legislation is Senate Bill 296, An 
Act Concerning Medical Orders Written by Physician Assistants.   
 
Legislators are willing to listen to their constituents.   Please make these points to them: 
 

• SB 296 was not acted on by the committee’s deadline, but we hope the discussions can 
continue and consideration given to folding the bill into something else and passing it. 

• The requirement that a PA include the printed name of the supervising MD should have 
been eliminated when the Physician Assistant Practice Act was updated and passed in 
2012.   

• The requirement simply is not needed as each PA has a written delegation agreement that 
covers how prescriptions and orders will be tracked by the supervising MD.   

• Electronic Medical Records do not have a space for a second name (the MD) to be 
entered when orders are typed in.   

 
2014 Public Health Committee Leadership 
 
Rep. Susan Johnson, Chair (Windham)       860-240-0562 

Susan.Johnson@cga.ct.gov 

Senator Terry Gerratana, Chair (Berlin, Farmington & New Britain)  860-240-0584 

gerratana@senatedems.ct.gov 

Representative Phil Miller, Vice Chair (Chester, Deep River, Essex & Haddam) 860-240-8590 

Philip.Miller@cga.ct.gov 

Senator Gayle Slossberg, Vice Chair (Milford, Orange & West Haven)  860-240-0482 

Slossberg@senatedems.ct.gov 

Rep. Prasad Srinivasan, Ranking Member (Glastonbury)    860-240-8700 

prasad.srinivasan@housegop.ct.gov 

Senator Jason Welch, Ranking Member (Bristol, Harwinton, Plainville & Plymouth) 860-240-0567 

Jason.Welch@cga.ct.gov  

	  
    


